
cial that experience was, one 

worth protecting in the future? In 

short, I left doubting my teaching 

skills and my ability to implement 

the message of Project Archaeolo-

gy—my message, something I pas-

sionately believe in. 

A week later, I got my answer.  

That morning I got to work to find 

a pile of notes on my desk—thank 

you notes from every single one of 

the kids who 

came out that 

day. Each and 

everyone of 

them said 

something 

positive about 

their experi-

ence that day. 

A few were 

detailed and 

personal, mak-

ing it clear to 

me that they did get my message 

and made it their own. Project 

Archaeology has turned a profes-

sional student into a teacher, giving 

me the opportunity to share my 

passion with the next generation 

and the tools to do it successfully. 

Whether I reached a Native Amer-

ican student, a future archaeologist, 

or simply a citizen of this nation, I 

was able to impart to them the 

uniqueness of the cultural heritage 

we have in this country and that it 

is something special, worth pro-

tecting, and that makes all the dif-

ference.  

 

 

When I look back on my life up 

until this point, I notice that I seem 

to have been a student forever and  

that the chapters of my life are all 

marked by a particular teacher 

who made all the difference to me 

at that stage in my life. From my 

high school Latin teacher who 

encouraged my love of the ancient 

world, to my archaeology profes-

sors now, who have all helped me 

realize my passion for archaeology 

and what I need 

to be doing 

“when I grow 

up,” each one of 

them and the 

knowledge they 

offered up so 

freely have made 

an impact on me 

and helped shape 

who I am today.  

That’s why, 

when I came to 

work for Project Archaeology, I 

was a little nervous to learn of a 

certain task that they needed help 

with: teaching fourth graders from 

a local elementary school in Bo-

zeman about archaeology at an 

actual tipi ring site in southwestern 

Montana. Of course, I was excited 

to spend the day outside, checking 

out a neat site, but a larger part of 

me was nervous. Luckily, I was not 

thrown to the lions without some 

help (Project Archaeology does 

have the best resources available 

for this), but I still wasn’t sure what 

I was going to be able to accom-

plish. What could I, just a student 

myself, say or do that would make 

a difference? 

Regardless of my nerves or reser-

vations in my ability, October 10th 

came all too soon. I led one of four 

lessons at the site, teaching for 45 

minutes to a group of fifteen 4th 

graders at a time about stone tool 

artifacts. I had access to some pre-

viously collected tools; crude 

scrapers and bifacial cutting imple-

ments, as well as a core and ham-

mer stone. I used the artifacts 

along with a worksheet created by 

Project Archaeology that guided 

the students to discover for them-

selves what kind of artifact they 

were looking at and how it might 

have been used by the people who 

called that site home hundred of 

years ago.  

Although I knew the students were 

having fun (they were outside with 

a hands-on learning experience, 

instead of being in the classroom 

learning about the past at a dis-

tance), at the end of the day, I left 

wondering how much I was really 

able to teach them. Did I help them 

feel a tangible connection to the 

past, sitting in the same place and 

holding the same tools that some-

one else did hundreds of years ago? 

Or was it just more exciting to be 

outside? Did they realize how spe-
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Re-Coordinating the Coordinator’s Conference    
By Courtney Agenten hold an open conference session 

where coordinators could offer 

topics they would like to discuss. 

We discussed future visioning 

for Project Archaeology, region-

al/national/international collabo-

ration and engaging professional 

archaeologists and informal audi-

ences. 

Also Joelle got us in the PA spirit 

with a time traveling orientation 

activity and modeled how to 

conduct a book discussion as we 

examined Collaborating at the 

Trowels Edge: Teaching and Learn-

ing in Indigenous Archaeology by 

Stephen W. Silliman. 

Who knew such exciting archae-

ology programs existed just 

outside Washington D.C. that 

could also roll out the red car-

pet for our group on short no-

tice. We had a wonderful time 

learning about the public archae-

ology initiative at the Alexandria 

Archaeology Museum. Ruth 

Reeder coordinated our visit to 

the museum organizing two 

speakers and guiding us through 

a hands-on archaeology activity 

geared toward students. 

Next we visited Mount Vernon, 

the home of George Washing-

ton. Luke Pecoraro met us at 

the entrance and took us be-

hind the scenes to the archae-

ology lab and once we finished 

our tour of the mansion he 

gave us a private tour of the 

onsite archaeological excava-

tion. Our visit was followed by 

a decadent, historical dining 

experience at the Mount 

Vernon Inn complete with cos-

tumed wait staff, crab cakes, 

and wine! 

We learned the Get Serve Keep 

marketing strategy from our 

marketing coach, Joel Fortner, 

which will help us reach more 

teachers with our message of 

protecting archaeology sites. 

We have strategies to find, 

identify, educate, and motivate 

new teachers while ensuring an 

incredible experience for teach-

ers who come to a workshop. 

We hope to foster lifetime 

relationships with teachers so 

that they become ambassadors 

and recommend our materials 

to others.  

As a result of this year’s Coor-

dinators Conference, I am con-

vinced that Project Archaeolo-

gy is comprised of an incredible 

group of archaeology educators 

who have a strong vision for 

this organization.  

 

Despite a storm that cancelled 

our conference in 2012 and a 

government shutdown that 

threatened to derail our plans for 

2013, seventeen coordinators, 

plus one “Flat Jeanne” persevered 

to support Project Archaeology 

at the Coordinators Conference 

October 14-18, 2013 in Shep-

herdstown, WV. With no end to 

the government shutdown in 

sight, “Plan B” was enacted to 

address the National Conserva-

tion Training Center closure, 

cancelled guest speakers, inacces-

sible Smithsonian Museum tours, 

and five furloughed government 

employees.  

The Project Archaeology net-

work of coordinators sprang into 

action by being flexible, helpful, 

supportive, encouraging and crea-

tive. Everyone rallied around a 

new set of goals, leaders 

emerged to help teach sessions, 

and we all enjoyed new field trip 

opportunities.  

Joelle Clark (Arizona) delivered 

guidance and offered a fun idea to 

Project Archaeology   

Coordinators at George 

Washington’s Mount 

Vernon. A picture of 

Jeanne Moe or “Flat 

Jeanne” as we refered to 

her, went everywhere 

with the group. Jeanne 

was furloughed by the 

government shutdown 

and could not attend the 

conference in person.  



National News 
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Hello Everyone, 

The FY2012 annual Reports are 

coming in apace. Still looking for-

ward to hearing from some of our 

states—I know you have been busy 

offering Project Archeology 

events—we’re anxious to hear 

about them. December is a good 

time to start scheduling your pro-

fessional development events for 

Spring and Summer 2014, if you 

haven’t already done so. We can 

help you add your events to the 

Web site if you need some assis-

tance. Teachers will start looking for 

good opportunities soon, so let’s get 

our events out there!  

We have scheduled the 5th Annual 

Project Archaeology Leadership 

Academy for June 23-27, 2014. 

Please help us find “all-star teachers” 

to attend the academy; when they 

get home, they can help you with 

professional development in your 

state or region. 

The annual Project Archaeology 

Meeting will be held in conjunction 

with the Society for American Ar-

chaeology conference in Austin, 

Texas. We will meet from 8:30 to 

5:00pm at the conference hotel on 

April  23, 2014. I will send more 

details as soon as I have them. The 

agenda has not been completely 

developed yet, but we continue our 

conversation about the Common 

Core State Standards and their im-

pact on archaeology education. We 

are working hard on a new market-

ing strategy and will update every-

one. Finally, we will examine some 

interesting new ways to sponsor 

state and regional programs.  

Courtney Agenten, our special pro-

jects coordinator, is working on 

revisions for Project Archaeology: 

Investigating Food and Culture; thank 

you for your comments and sugges-

tions. Cali Letts, long-time curricu-

lum writer for Project Archaeology, 

is working on the next draft of Pro-

ject Archaeology: Investigating Art and 

Archaeology. Meghan Dudley, our 

new student research assistant, 

corrected and updated all of the 

investigations on the Web site. She 

is a dynamo and we are really glad 

to have her on board. See Meghan’s 

article on page one.   

 

Have a safe and joyous holiday sea-

son. 

 

Jeanne Moe 

Jeanne M Moe 

BLM Project Archaeology Lead 

 
 

Joelle Clark (Arizona) 

with “Flat Jeanne” at 

George Washington’s 

Mount Vernon.  



Investigating Garnet: A Historic Mining Town      

By Crystal Alegria (Montana)  

towns. The ghost town provides a 

great opportunity to experience his-

tory on the ground in the place 

where it happened.   

Investigating Garnet focuses on the 

history and archaeology of this im-

portant place, using the context of 

Montana’s mining legacy to bring this 

significant history to students. Much 

like the previous Project Archaeology 

Place-Based guides, Investigating Gar-

net  includes in-classroom and on-site 

lessons that use primary documents 

such as census records, historic pho-

tographs and oral history to tell the 

story of Garnet.  The Final Perfor-

mance of Understanding reinforces 

the importance of preserving historic 

places that hold our history and tell 

us the stories of our past. 

The unit will be complete by the end 

of 2015, so look for it on the Project 

Archaeology website! 

www.projectarcheology.org  

 

Garnet Main Street in 

the early 1900s (right). 

Tourists in Garnet today, 

trying their hand at gold 

panning. (above) Photo-

graph Courtesy of Rita 

Boettcher of the Garnet 

Preservation Association.  

A few years ago we started our Pro-

ject Archaeology Place-Based series 

with Project Archaeology: Investigating 

Fort Meade. We continued with Chang-

ing Land: Changing Life: Archaeology in 

the Apsáalooke Homeland and we are 

now excited to announce another 

place-based curriculum is in the works, 

Project Archaeology Investigating Garnet: 

A Historic Mining Town. 

This curriculum will focus on the 

“ghost town” of Garnet, MT located 

an hour from Missoula in the north-

west corner of the state. The town of 

Garnet is a prime example of the many 

boom and bust mining communities 

that popped up in Montana during the 

late 1800s and then went bust in the 

early 1900s. Many of these towns have 

left no trace behind, but Garnet sur-

vives in a remarkable state of com-

pleteness thanks to the Bureau of Land 

Management (BLM).  Today Garnet 

boasts two dozen standing buildings 

and a visitor center that is open from 

Memorial Day through September. The 

BLM stabilizes and preserves the re-

maining buildings and staffs the visitors 

center throughout the summer. The 

community has an active Garnet 

Preservation Association that works in 

partnership with the BLM. Garnet 

welcomes 22,000 visitors a year includ-

ing many school groups from local 
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Project Archaeology is an educational program dedicat-

ed to teaching scientific and historical inquiry, cultural 

understanding, and the importance of protecting our 

nation’s rich cultural resources. We are a national net-

work of archaeologists, educators, and concerned citi-

zens working to make archaeology education accessible 

to students and teachers nationwide through high-

quality educational materials and professional develop-

ment. Project Archaeology is a joint program of Mon-

tana State University and the Bureau of Land Manage-

ment.  

 

www.projectarchaeology.org 

Welcome Meghan Forney! 
 

Please join us in welcoming our newest Pro-

ject Archaeology team member, Meghan For-

ney. Meghan is a post-baccalaureate student at 

Montana State University, getting a second 

bachelor's degree in anthropology, focusing on 

archaeology. She hopes to pursue a career as 

an archaeologist, conducting research on lithic 

technology in the Great Plains and northern 

Rocky Mountains. When she's not busy study-

ing, she enjoys reading and relaxing with her 

husband.   
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