Ready, Set, Go!

From the Director’s Desk

We at Project Archaeology Headquarters are busy making
preparations for the annual Project Archaeology Coordinators’
Conference. Twenty-six people representing 18 states will attend
our meetings at Bradford Woods in Martinsville, Indiana, and at the
Indiana State Museum in Indianapolis this October 6-10, 2004.
In previous years, our Coordinators’ Conferences have been held
in the days immediately preceding the Society for American
Archaeology (SAA) conference. In response to comments made
by members of the network, the Conference Task Group
recommended that we hold two national-level meetings per year:
a one-day business meeting at the SAA meeting in the spring, and
a multi-day retreat-style gathering in the fall. While we greatly
hope that members of our network can make it to both meetings,
we do understand that institutional budgets may not always allow
it. Hopefully, by hosting meetings twice a year, we can offer
opportunities accessible to all in our network.
Unique to this year’s meeting is the fact that we will spend time at
two different venues. Bradford Woods is an environmental camp
and retreat center operated by Indiana University, and it is similar
in many ways to the retreat centers we have successfully utilized
in years past. We will spend two and a half days there before
moving to Indianapolis. The Indiana State Museum has a lovely
new building, and we will be lucky to get a tour and short program
about Project Archaeology in Indiana from Alicia Stewart and Gail
Brown. If you’d like to learn more about either venue or get
directions, check out www.bradwoods.org or www.in.gov/ism ,
respectively.
We are particularly looking forward to sharing portions of the new
curriculum and providing participants with opportunities to
comment and assist in the national-level curriculum development
process. We will spend quite a bit of time experiencing the Shelter
Curriculum, and discussing ways to tailor it by region.
As always, we have lots to do and the time we have together will
be relatively brief. It is always a pleasure to see familiar faces and
to welcome new people to the Project Archaeology family, and I
am really looking forward to spending time with such a dedicated
and passionate group of archaeology educators! See you in
Indiana!
--Suzanne Parker

Jeanne Moe

I hope you all had a
great summer! It sure
has been a busy one
for us at Project
Archaeology
Headquarters. I took a
great trip to Alaska, and
I’ll tell you about it.

Coffman Cove Community Archaeology
Project
The Coffman Cove Community Archaeology
Project (CCCAP) on Prince of Wales Island in
Southeast Alaska invited Project Archaeology
to assist with the educational component of
their project. Project partners include the
community of Coffman Cove, the Tongass
National Forest, the State of Alaska, the Tlingit
Tribe, and the University of Oregon. The
education goals are to develop curriculum
materials based on the local archaeological
sites, integrate archaeology into the curriculum
of the Southeast Island School District, and
integrate Project Archaeology materials and
training into their project.
The Coffman Cove Site is about 8 acres in size
and underlies most of the town. The Tlingit
used the site as a fishing camp in the late
1900s and archaeological deposits including
pithouses and human remains date back at
least 4000 years. The community is growing
and a new ferry terminal is needed to connect
the island to the mainland. The site is located
on the shoreline and will be impacted by
construction of the terminal, a new dock, and
any additional infrastructure needed for the
growing town such as water and sewer lines.
Excavations to mitigate impacts led by
University of Oregon archaeologists will begin
next summer.

(Continued on next page)

Now Available for Your Use!

Director’s Desk (cont.)

Several times per year, members of the Project Archaeology
Headquarters staff travel to conferences and events throughout the
country to promote Project Archaeology. A big part of our
promotional effort is our traveling display. At a crowded conference
like the National Council for Social Studies or Society for American
Archaeology, our large 10’x10’ booth is a real eye-catcher.

This project has national significance
because of its collaborative nature and the
goal of integrating archaeology into the
district curriculum. We hope that it can
become a model for integrating Project
Archaeology and other educational materials
into district wide curriculum in the rest of the
country. Cali Letts, our curriculum
consultant, and I traveled to Prince of Wales
Island in August to present our new
curriculum materials, help CCCAP personnel
plan the next phases of their education
component, and discuss ways that we could
work together. We presented the Shelter
Curriculum to a group of teachers and
archaeologists. The curriculum was well
received by all along with lots of good
suggestions for improvement which we are
currently implementing. We are proposing a
teacher institute for all teachers on the island
next summer with follow up accomplished
via distance learning.

What you may not know is that the Project Archaeology displays are
available for use by all our coordinators. We are especially excited
about our new tabletop display. Originally produced to promote BLM
Heritage Education, we plan to purchase additional panels that
would serve as a stand alone Project Archaeology display in the
next several months. You can check it out at our conference in
October.
If you have an upcoming public event that could promote Project
Archaeology, contact Derrick Baldwin at (970) 882-5628 to learn
more about using our traveling displays. Both displays collapse and
are easily shipped and transported. For the near future, we’ll even
cover the shipping.
(Submitted by Derrick Baldwin)

Curriculum Update
We will present the Shelter Curriculum at our
upcoming conference in October. We are
very excited about showing it to you and
anxious to see what you think. We will begin
evaluating in classrooms this fall.
See you at the conference!

Jeanne

Above: The large Project Archaeology display is
approximately eight feet tall and ten feet wide and fits
into two plastic shipping containers.
Right: The snazzy new tabletop display takes up
about five feet of space lengthwise and is about three
and a half feet tall. All you have to do is fold it up,
and it serves as its own shipping container.
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This Issue’s Spotlight is on:
Integrating Curriculum and Community in West Virginia
Cheryl Burrell-Graves recently wrote to us for permission to use lessons
from Intrigue of the Past: A Teacher’s Activity guide for Fourth Through
Seventh Grades in an interesting project in West Virginia. Cheryl is a
doctoral candidate at Virginia Tech. She writes, “I became interested in
Project Archaeology when I was trained to teach the curriculum back in
1999-2000 school year. I am currently also a consultant, developing
curriculum for AEL (Appalachia Educational Labs), Inc. inCharleston,
West Virginia. [See box.] We provide training for school system teachers
on culturally responsive curriculum and integrated curriculum. It is the
goal to show these teachers, and allow them to create, lessons that are
topic driven (like archaeology) and show how culture and place can be
woven into the curriculum. This endeavor is professional development
for the teachers in both Charleston, WV and Petersburg, VA.”
“I am working to develop a dissertation topic that will focus on integrated
curriculum and how community learning focuses on place and
sustainability can function in an era of accountability. Because of my
middle school teaching in Durham, NC (in an urban setting with a large
number of African-American students from disadvantaged homes), I
found that teaching in a way where all disciplines were intertwined and
then relating all subjects to the places that the students were familiar,
created a knowledge-base that far exceeded the expectations of
administration, the parents and the kids themselves. From then on, I felt
it to be my duty to teach this way to make sure all students could
understand the relevancy of their individual worlds to the concepts that
were being taught.”
(Submitted by Megg Heath and Cheryl Burrell-Graves)

Correction
Ranel Stephenson Capron, our Wyoming
Project Archaeology Coordinator, along
with Megg Heath, led the Project
Archaeology Facilitator Training in
New Hampshire June 29-July1, 2004,
which Pat Blevins arranged. Ranel is one
of our valuable National Trainers who
leads Facilitator Trainings along with
Project Archaeology Headquarters staff.
We appreciate all of Ranel's hard work
and contributions to the program.

AEL, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)3
corporation incorporated in 1966,
that provides education research,
development, professional
development, and consulting
services in the P-12 area in over 16
states. AEL holds a variety of
competitive contracts and grants,
averaging $15 million each year. It
operates several major programs
for the U.S. Department of
Education and the National
Science Foundation. See
www.ael.org for more information
and a list of states.

The Birthday Gang
September14th—Joelle Clark, 16th—Ranel Capron
October 2nd—Alicia Stewart, 5th—Shirley Schermer
October 18th—Renata Wolynec, 24th— Megg Heath
If you are a Virgo, Libra, or Scorpio born in September or October
and your birthday isn’t listed here, let us know!
Happy Birthday!

How are we doing? Did we miss your birthday? Are you hosting a
workshop any time soon? Do you have an event or accomplishment to
share? Let us know! Send an email to suzanne_parker@co.blm.gov for
inclusion in subsequent issues of Network News!
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